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 SUNDAY OF LENT 

Lenten Station 

Churches in the Diocese of Brooklyn  

Tuesday, April 4, 2023 

Divine Mercy Parish 
St. Francis of Paola in Divine Mercy Parish has been 

chosen as one of the 40 Station Churches to which 

people throughout the diocese can make their Lenten 

journey.  Please put the date on your calendar.  We 

will have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament all day 

and many prayer devotions throughout the day to 

punctuate the Solemnity of this wonderful day.  We 

are privileged that it falls during Holy Week.  I expect 

everyone in our parish to participate.  I would like to 

invite the many anticipated pilgrims to visit St. 

Nicholas & St. Cecilia’s as well.  This requires many 

volunteers to keep watch.  Please consider this 

request. Contact the rectory with your name and 

number if you can help. More information and a 

schedule will follow shortly.  
 

 

DMP Holy Week Schedule 2023 
 On Holy Thursday, April 6, at 7:30pm 

we will celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 

St. Nicholas. 
 

 On Good Friday, April 7, at 1:00pm 

we will conduct the Stations of the Cross throughout 

the streets of our parish, beginning at St. Nicholas 

Church to St. Francis of Paola Church and ending at 

St. Cecilia Church. 
 

 After the Stations of the Cross, at 3:00pm  

we will have the Good Friday Service of the Lord’s 

Passion at St. Cecilia. 
 

 On Good Friday, April 7, at 7:00pm 

the Service of the Lord’s Passion in Spanish will be 

held at St. Nicholas Church. 
 

On Holy Saturday, April 8, at 8:00pm 

the Easter Vigil Mass 

will be celebrated at St. Francis Church. 
 

 

Lenten Coin Drive: During Lent we will once 

again have Lenten Coin Boxes displayed on tables in 

our churches. Please consider depositing your spare 

change as part of your Lenten offering. 

Divine Mercy Sunday Mass and 

Celebration 
Sunday, April 16, 2023 

Mass at St. Cecilia Church – 3pm 

Catered Luncheon to Follow 

in the St. Cecilia Gym 

$10 per Adult - $5 per Child 12 & Younger 

Call Rectory (718-387-0256) For Ticket Info. 

Deadline Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023 
 

 

The Passion of Christ 
St. Nicholas will present the film “The Passion of 

Christ” on Sunday, April 2 in the Msgr. Vetro Center, 

everyone is invited. 
 

Presentaremos la película de la Pasión de Cristo el 

día 2 de Abril en el Msgr. Vetro Center, todos 

están invitados. 
 

 

Rehearsal 
We will have a Pre-Baptismal Class with all the 

parents and godparents of the children and adults who 

are going to be baptized on April 8, at the Easter Vigil 

here in St. Francis of Paola Church/DMP. The class 

will be in the Church of St. Nicholas, on Saturday, 

March 25 at 7:00 pm. 
 

Tendremos una clase pre bautismal con todos los 

padres y padrinos de los niños, adultos  que van a 

ser bautizados el día sábado de Gloria. La clase 

será en él la iglesia de San Nicolás el día 25 de 

Marzo a las 7:00PM. 
 

 

Sunday Collection 
Venmo     $              0 

Give Central    $     470.00 

Weekly      (March 11 / March 12) $  2,728.00 

Grand Total    $  3,198.00 
 

 

Mass Schedule - April 15 & 16, 2023 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

5pm Vigil Mass – St. Francis of Paola 

3pm Mass of Mercy – St. Cecilia Church 

All other Masse are cancelled this weekend. 
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A Message from Fr. Tom  
The experience of the Jewish people—through much of 

their history—was an experience of great suffering—of 

persecution and exile.  This lived experience disposes 

them as a people to trust in hopes that are realistic and 

concrete.  Our experience and consciousness of the 

sacred comes from their experience.  We must learn 

from them.  Therefore, for us, Christian hope cannot be 

some vague idea, dream or idealistic philosophy or 

ethic.  The bedrock—the concrete foundation—upon 

which is laid our hopes, comes from the encounter with 

the living God.  Hope comes from the knowledge that 

in whatever circumstance we find ourselves—the God 

who enters human history—the God who is personal—

the God who is benevolent and hears the cry of the 

poor, the innocent and a suffering people—this God is 

present in whatever circumstance we find ourselves.  

And in the greatest mystery of human life—and 

perhaps our deepest fear—God is present in death.  

How easy it is to forget this.  God wishes to fulfill in us 

His plan of salvation—to save us from everlasting 

death.  This salvation is real and incarnate.  When death 

comes, Jesus, to whom we have been bonded to in our 

baptism, comes.  “Thus says the Lord God: O my 

people, I will open your graves and have you rise from 

them, and bring you back to the land of Israel.”  Jesus 

says to us, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”  And 

so for us as Christians, the Gospel of this Sunday, “The 

Raising of Lazarus,” is more than the mere restoration 

of a life that will one day die again.  The sign—the 

miracle—the raising of Lazarus—underwrites our 

Lord’s authority.  In Him we find the authority—the 

reality that overcomes death.  To be raised is more than 

a promise for the future but a concrete reality that gives 

us hope in the present.  For the Christian, the 

Resurrection is a restoration of a relationship.  God is 

now present to us in a relationship where we are freed 

from the slavery of sin and death. 

 

This Lent the Gospels each Sunday have had 

extraordinary power.  In all my years of priesthood—I 

don’t think I have appreciated this fact as much as I do 

in this present moment.  We are called to make a 

journey in which we pass from unbelief to faith (The 

Temptation in the Desert, The Transfiguration, the 

Woman at the Well, the Man Born Blind and finally the 

Raising of Lazarus from the Dead).  Through God’s 

Word we are given knowledge that is expressed in a 

lived awareness that God is present in the deepest 

mysteries of life—yes—even in the reality of death.   

Fr. Tom 

V Domingo de Cuaresma 
Con la liturgia de este quinto domingo de Cuaresma, 

concluimos la secuencia de tres domingos de lectura 

exclusiva del episodio del Evangelio de Juan. El texto 

propuesto hoy es el relato de la séptima y última señal 

realizada por Jesús en este Evangelio: la resurrección 

de Lázaro, su amigo.  Este es un episodio muy 

significativo para todo el evangelio de Juan, ya que es 

la conclusión del ciclo de señales realizado por Jesús. 

Es importante recordar que Juan no llama milagros a las 

obras extraordinarias de Jesús, sino señales. Como es 

un texto de gran extensión, con un total de cuarenta y 

cinco versos, no analizaremos todos los versos, pero 

trataremos de recoger el mensaje central y resaltar solo 

los versos principales. Los siete signos narrados por 

Juan fueron cuidadosamente elegidos, como él mismo 

afirma al final del Evangelio, para suscitar la fe en 

Jesús y transmitir la vida en plenitud que emana de ella, 

siendo ésta la resurrección de Lázaro el más grande de 

todos. Por tanto, es el séptimo, cuyo número evoca la 

perfección, y prefigura la resurrección del mismo Jesús, 

el signo por excelencia. Cabe recordar que el signo 

narrado no es precisamente una resurrección, sino una 

“reanimación”, considerando que la resurrección es el 

paso de la muerte a una vida definitiva y plena, gracias 

a la resurrección de Cristo. Lo que Juan narra es Jesús 

llevando a cabo la resucitación de un cuerpo que ya 

estaba en estado de descomposición, fue recuperado, 

pero seguía siendo corruptible. Jesús sólo prolonga los 

días de Lázaro con esta señal extraordinaria. Este no es 

el único milagro de este tipo narrado en la Biblia. 

También en el Antiguo Testamento, Elías y Eliseo 

realizaron prodigios similares: Elías había devuelto la 

vida al hijo de la viuda de Sarepta (1 Re 17, 17-24), y 

Eliseo había hecho lo mismo con el hijo de la sunamita 

( 2 Reyes 4,8 -37). En los otros evangelios tenemos 

otros dos episodios similares: Jesús resucita al hijo de la 

viuda de Naín ( Lc 7,11-17) y a la hija de Jairo ( Mc 

5,22-43). 
 

El 4 de Abril 2023 tendremos la peregrinación de la 

Diocesana en nuestra parroquia de San Francis de 

Paola. El Santísimo estará expuesto todo el día, 

invitamos al pueblo a participar de la adoración del 

Santísimo Sacramento y a darle la bienvenida los 

peregrinos de toda la Diocese. 
 

Celebraremos la fiesta patronal de Nuestra parroquia el 

día 16 de Abril del 2023, en la Iglesia de Santa Cecilia 

a las 3:00PM. Habrá una recepción después de la Misa, 

el valor por tique para participar en la recepción es de 

$10 dólares por adultos y $5 por niños.  
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St. Francis of Paola Church 

Memorial Gifts – March 26, 2023 
ALTAR CANDLES 
Michael Deignan by Annette Marino 

Michael Deignan by Annette Marino 
 

 

Some Upcoming Events 
Sun., April 2

nd
 Palm Sunday 

 Film; Passion of Christ  

St. Nicholas Church 

Mon., April 3
rd

 Reconciliation Monday, 

 St. Francis of Paola 

Church 

Tues. April 4
th

 Diocesan Station, 9 am to 

 7 pm all Churches 

Thurs., April 6
th

 Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper, 7:30 pm St. 

Nicholas Church 

Fri, April 7
th

  Good Friday Procession 

& Passion, 1 pm starting 

at St. Nicholas to St. 

Francis to St. Cecilia 

Sat., April 8
th

 Easter Vigil 8:00 pm St. 

Francis Church  

Sun., April 9
th

 Easter Sunday 
 

 

Blessing of Palms 
Join us for the Blessing of Palms 

10 minutes before Mass 

St. Cecilia: Monitor Street-Courtyard 

St. Francis of Paola: Grotto on Conselyea St. & 

Woodpoint Road 

St. Nicholas: Olive Garden Park corner of Powers & 

Olive Street 
 

 

St. Theresa Guild 
Next meeting: Thursday, April 13, 7:30 pm, St. Francis 

of Paola Auditorium. We’re having a “Springtime Tea 

Party Bingo” and will have a 50/50 raffle only. 

Members must return their educational grant 

applications by this meeting. New members are always 

welcome. 
 

Members will join in prayer following the 5 pm mass 

on Saturday, April 1, in front of the garden statue of St. 

Theresa (weather permitting). Please note the change in 

schedule due to the Easter Vigil on April 8. 

St. Francis of Paola 

Mass Intention of the Week 
Saturday, March 25, 2023 
5:00pm In Memory of Deceased Members of the 

Annunciation Society 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2023  
7:30am For the People of Divine Mercy Parish 

12 Noon Gaetano Gangone by John & Lorraine 

Gangone 
 

Monday, March 27, 2023 
7:45am Open Intention 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 
7:45am Open Intention 
 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 
7:45am Open Intention 
 

Thursday, March 30, 2023 
7:45am Rosemary Clementi by sister Loretta 
 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
7:45am Open Intention 
 

Saturday, April 1, 2023 - First Saturday 
7:45am Louis Fonti III by DMP 

5:00pm Angelina & Giuseppe Livornese by 

Angela & Ralph Federico 
 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 – Palm Sunday 
7:30am Open Intention 

12 Noon Peter Cimino by Theresa & Richard 

 Forgione 
 

 

St. Theresa Guild 

Who Gives a Sock Update 
The St. Theresa Guild would like to thank our members 

and fellow parishioners for donating socks to our 

collaboration with Who Gives a Sock this winter. The 

final total of socks collected is an astonishing 867 pairs! 

Who Gives a Sock will deliver them to shelters 

throughout the city as well as to those living on the 

streets of New York City. We are very grateful for the 

participation and generosity of our members and parish 

community! 
 

 

First Saturday Devotion 

Saturday April 1, 2023 

 



MARCH 26, 2023 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

St. Nicholas Church 
Sunday, March 26, 2023  
10:30am Open Intention 
 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 
7:00pm Open Intention 
 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 – Palm Sunday 
10:30am Open Intention 
 

 

Pray for the Recently Deceased: 
Michael Deignan, Margaret “Peggy” Dobranski, Maria 

Fava, Joanne Lisa Marie Roman-Sanchez, Angelo 

Orlando, Palma Metner, Minde Joseph Sun 
 

Pray for the Sick: 
John Rubino, Emma Gonzales, Edna Esparza, Juan M. 

Salcede, Christine Grillo, Dolores Bedigian 

 

 

Concert—Friday, March 31, 2023 

Stations of The Cross—7pm St. Francis of 

Paola Church 
We will offer a musical accompaniment to the praying 

of the Stations of the Cross on Friday, March 31
st
 at 

7pm in St. Francis of Paola.  After praying the 14 

Stations, we will enjoy a performance of Giovanni 

Pergolesi’s “Stabat Mater.”  This is the great prayer 

written by the Franciscan monk and priest Jacopone da 

Todi which expresses Mary’s sorrow at the foot of the 

cross.  It is a great work.  Invite a friend.  A free will 

offering will be taken and a reception will be offered at 

the conclusion.  Spread the word and join us. 

 

 

Divine Mercy Parish 

Resurrection Garden 2023 
Resurrection Garden Crosses to be personalized and 

placed in the Garden are being sold for $25.00 per 

Cross. Three Gardens will be erected one in each 

Church. 

The deadline is March 29, 2023 with payment. 

Palm Crosses for personal use will be made available 

for purchase after the Masses on the weekend of March 

25 & 26 at ALL churches, at the price of $10.00 per 

cross.  Please make all checks payable to St. Anthony 

Society. Forms can be found in the back of all three 

churches. 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Sunday, March 26, 2023 

9:00am Thelma Korky 

  Margaret “Peggy” Dobranski 

  Jo & Ed Collins 

  Eamon & Ray McGinn 

7:00pm For the Suffering Souls in Purgatory 
 

Monday, March 27, 2023 
8:30am Peggy Dobranski 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 
8:30am Open Intention 
 

Wednesday, March 29, 2023 
8:30am Rosanna Ahiarakwem  
 

Thursday, March 30, 2023 
8:30am Open Intention 
 

Friday, March 31, 2023 
8:30am Open Intention 
 

Saturday, April 1, 2023 - First Saturday 
8:30am Open Intention 
 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 - Palm Sunday 

9:00am For the People of Divine Mercy Parish 

  Rosary Society 

  Vito & Frances Brancato 

7:00pm Renewal of the Catholic Church in the 

Holy Spirit 
 

 

The Lord’s Little Ones 
Confirmation student Jayden let me question him to set 

an example for the Holy Communicants. 

How has your life changed since you began attending 

Mass every Sunday? I have noticed that the good 

feeling you get in church stays with you through the 

week. Why do you believe that The Eucharist is truly 

Christ? My habits have changed. I exercise now 

because Jesus' body coming into mine makes me want 

to take care of my body. What is your relationship with 

Mary and Joseph like? I respect Mary because she's my 

grandmother Dottie's go-to. And Joseph is my role 

model for how to love by caring for others. Do you plan 

to stay a practicing Catholic after Confirmation? I don't 

want to lose this good feeling, so I will keep going to 

Mass.  
Please pray that the smallies who listened learned how 

to stand tall like him.  

Melanie 
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Lay Baptismal Ministry 
We are looking for couples to begin a Lay Baptismal Ministry here in Divine Mercy. The couples will be trained to 

facilitate Pre Baptismal preparation and post baptismal encounters for families who are seeking the sacrament of 

baptism or have recently baptized in our parish Community. Please contact our parish office to register. The Pastor, 

Priests and Baptismal Ministry will work together as partners in this important endeavor. 
 

 

Receive Our Parish Bulletin Electronically 
Would you like to receive our parish bulletin electronically days before everyone else?  Then log on to 

“Parishesonline.com” to register.  In a few simple steps you can receive our parish bulletin and more easily stay on 

top of parish events and other important parish information. 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated from you. 
 

How to Report Online 

Sexual Exploitation of Children 
To report suspected online sexual exploitation of children—contact the National Center for Missing & Exploited 

Children (NCMEC) at 1 800 843-5678 or to make a report online go to: www.cybertipline.org 

http://www.cybertipline.org/

